Emergencies of the biliary tract.
The traditional approach to urgent therapy of biliary tract disease has undergone significant change. Technologic advances now permit a nonoperative approach to acute cholangitis, acute gallstone pancreatitis and hemobilia. Acute cholecystitis continues to be treated surgically in most cases. The clinical use of such nonoperative therapy has been guided mainly by retrospective data. The precise indications and optimal timing for endoscopic and radiologic therapy and their relationship to traditional surgical therapy remains to be defined by careful prospective evaluation.